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Get off Phelps' back 
My opinion is this! Michael shouldn't have to apologize 
to anyone, and it is no one's business except his ["Give 
Phelps a break," Issue #19 Vol. 35, February 16th, 2009]. 
Mike, you did nothing wrong. You can't help if you are 
a little more enlightened than most. Good luck and keep 
the faith. Peace. 
Kevin Maher 
Phelps guilty of worse than 
lighting up 
Phelps is a coward, and a hypocrite, and I hope he is 
ruined and forced to clean toilets for a living. He shills 
for McDonald's and Coca-Cola, drinks booze, drives 
drunk, gropes strippers , then apologizes for smoking pot 
["Give Phelps a break," Issue #19 Vol. 35, February 16th, 
2009]. Funny that he was shilling for McDonald's, Coca-
Cola and Kellogg's-there are millions of kids in the 
U.S. who have diabetes , and that isn't because they were 
smoking pot. 
Russell Barth 
Federally licensed medical marijuana user 
Patients Against Ignorance and Discrimination on 
Cannabis (PAIDOC) 
www.paidoc.org 
"You know you ghetto when your boys push crack 
AM)QUblyin' aal<frcm themso)W can go STOOke a4 back 
You know you ghetto when your mom :S part of your crew 
And your grandmom is only five years older than you" 
-Kardinal Of.fishaU, uu R Ghetto When,, 
A beautiful day in my 
neighbourhood 
I talk a lot about where I'm from, the subpar 
suburb known as Port Coquitlam. It must seem 
old the way I complain about it so frequently 
but if you've ever live there for as long as I 
have (and please, if you don't live there now, 
don't bother trying it out) you know that living 
there does some crazy things to your mind. 
I was at a pub the other week and I guess 
one of those moments that made me question 
my sanity (or at least choice of residence) 
happened. There were four of us drinking in 
this somewhat white trash place when a 40-
something homeless-looking man we named 
"Biker Jacket Guy" came in and sat with us for 
a little while . It was somewhat awkward, but 
at least it was non-threatening . I guess he had 
been in this bar earlier, because the bartender 
came by our table and told the guy he had been 
warned, and it was time for him to go. And 
it wasn't like it was even late or anything, it 
was like 4 p.m. Hell , that has to be a record 
or something, getting kicked out twice before 
dinner. 
But Biker Jacket Guy wasn't finished; 
he left alright, but that didn't mean he was 
finished . Not 20 minutes later, Biker Jacket 
Guy was back in the bar, back at our table, but 
now he was trying to make amends with the 
establishment. He brought some lovely flowers, 
lovely flowers that he clearly just ripped out of 
the ground mere minutes earlier, roots dangling 
and dirt flying everywhere. He was making 
a mess all over the floor, our table, even one 
guy's beer. His attempts at reconciling with the 
bar that shunned him were not going well. 
"Look!" he said, excitedly thrusting the 
bouquet of flora and soil into a waitress' hand. 
"I picked them especially for you!" 
"Oh ... thanks ... " the waitress said back. 
"I'll go find a vase." 
The waitress disappeared, but instead of 
finding a vase, she found two big guys from the 
kitchen to show Biker Guy the door. Poor Biker 
Jacket Guy; he thought he was doing so well. 
"What? What did I do?" he said to the 
kitchen staff. "I'm just trying to bring a little 
happiness to this world!" 
Sorry, Biker Jacket Guy, no good deed 
goes unpunished. He was threatened for a little 
while and then left for good. The cops came, 
took a statement and we never saw him again. 
Sorry, that's not true; I never saw him 
again. One of the guys I was drinking with 
did, at a different PoCo white trash bar. Same 
leather biker jacket, same messed up behaviour, 
and best of all, same routine with the flowers. 
I used to think stuff like this was a sign 
that PoCo was a place I should get the hell out 
of, but with stuff that bizarre, I'm thinking we 
might just have a very active performance art 
community. 
Your friend in high fidelity, 
Liam Britten 
Editor in Chief 
The Other Press 
Douglas College 
Wrap Up 
By Matthew Steinbach, News Editor 
Guedes wins College Board seat by 
acclamation 
In the College Board and Education 
Council elections only one submitted their 
nomination to run for either committee, 
David Guedes. Guedes will sit on one of the 
boards. 
However, that leaves the college with 
five other positions to fill between the board 
and the council. Thus they are sending out a 
"second call" according to election facilitator 
Trish Angus to all students on February 19th 
who may still wish to run for these positions. 
Nominations for this second round of 
elections must be submitted by March 3'd. 
For more information or to pick up 
a nomination form visit www.douglas. 
bc.ca and search "College Board" and/ 
or "Education Cotincil" and click on 
"Elections." 
Douglas College Career Fair 
The Douglas College Career Fair is back 
once again this year and will take place in 
the concourse and atrium on March 1llh, and 
12'h. 
According to a press release from the 
Douglas College Alumni, the following 
organizations will be participating in 
the event: BC Association of Magazine 
Publishers, BCIT, Blanche Macdonald 
Centre, Canada Border Service Agency, 
Certified General Accounts of BC, Certified 
Management Accountants of BC, CIBC, 
Correctional Services of Canada, Delta 
Police Department, Fraser Health Authority, 
Interior Health, Investors Group, Financial 
Services Inc, New Westminster Police 
Services, Oak Bay Marine Group, Paladin 
Security, RCMP, Safeway Canada, South 
Coast British Columbia Transportation 
Authority Police Service, TD Canada Trust, 
Township of Langley, Vancouver Coastal 
Health, Vancouver Fire Rescue Services, and 
the YMCA of Greater Vancouver. 
_, 
Alumni Association benefits students 
past and present 
By Shaylee Perez 
Associate News Editor 
On Tuesday, February 17lh,and on Thursday, February 19th, Douglas College's Alumni Association held a marketplace for the students 
of David Lam and New West campuses respectively. 
The marketplace was held to raise funds for the 
bursaries that the association grants every year, and a 
way to liven up the concourse for the current students 
and faculty who look forward to the annual event. 
The Alumni Association, which gave out roughly 
$11 ,000 last year in grants is a resource for those who 
have gmduated or tmnsferred from Douglas College 
and wish to continue their connection to the college. 
The association grants a bursary three times a year to 
students who have completed 45 credits, whether as a 
part of a university tmnsfer progmm or a set program of 
study, be it a citation, diploma, or a degree. They also 
promote the Alumni Card, which gives past gmduates 
permanent access to on-campus facilities such as the 
library and student mte discounts as well, for a one-time 
payment of $10. 
The vendors present had an array of items from 
necklaces featuring the popular designs of Chane! and 
Juicy Couture, Louis Vuitton wallets and First Nations 
hand-carved sterling silver symbols to East African arts 
and crofts. 
All proceeds made from every event hosted by the 
association go directly towards the students. 
The Alumni Association also urges students to bring 
their resumes to the career fair being held March 11 at the 
New West campus, and March 12 at David Lam. Students 
should dress professionally, and treat the experience like 
they would any job interview. Representatives from a 
wide mnge of companies and industries will be present 
exposing students to possible networking opportunities. 
More information can be found about the Alumni 
Association and its activities at www.douglas.bc.ca/ 
about/alumni .htrnl. 
Go from classroom to career with the 
School of Business at BCIT. 
Laun~h or advance your career with BCIT's School of Business specialized part- and 
full-t1me programs. Learn from industry experts, make valuable connections, and gain 
an unparalleled experience. 
Get the skills you need to make a difference from day one. Now that's an impressive 
portfolio. 
Visit bcit.ca/business '' 
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Free Hugs campaign comes to Douglas College 
the concept of free hugs a few years ago, 
when a friend emailed her a link to the E;i:~le day on 
the news, on 
the Internet, 
~~:$~~~::-1 viral YouTube video featuring Juan Mann 
------'and in the 
hallways, an overwhelming number of 
opinions can be heard _on how to better 
one's life or how one can help better the 
world . But some believe it is the small , 
everyday gestures from one person to 
another that have an important, positive 
impact on a person 's well-being. 
Helen Clay, Print Futures student 
at Douglas College, decided to make 
a sign and hopefully a difference 
by giving and receiving hugs in the 
concourse , just before Valentine 's Day. 
Influenced by the Free Hugs campaign, 
she decided to offer out free hugs in 
deference to the fact that those who are 
single don ' t always feel their brightest 
around the 14'h of February. 
Basically, the Free Hugs campaign 
as described in the free illustrated 
e-guide to free hugs , is a kindness 
initiative that started with one man, 
known publicly as Juan Mann. 
Returning home to Sydney, Australia 
from London, after a turbulent period 
in his personal life , and with no one to 
greet him with a hug at the airport, Mann 
experienced the solitude of being utterly 
alone . He decided to act. 
On June 30'h, 2004, Mann set out 
with his newly crafted sign reading "Free 
Hugs" and with his arms, mind , and heart 
open. He has since rose to international 
notoriety and travelled all over the world 
inspiring others to begin their own 
movements of hugging. 
As the name states , the hugs 
are neither strings nor expectations 
attached. They are simply offered, 
never forced , and it is up to the 
"hugee" if they choose to accept. The 
movement is not time-sensitive , and 
needs no special occasion, though it is 
a great way to celebrate. 
Clay first came into contact with 
and the music of the Sick Puppies , the band 
that leapt to instant fame after the video's 
discovery. The video, which currently 
has over 39 million hits, documents some 
of the different instances that Mann has 
encountered throughout his campaign, and 
is a homage that has impressed many of his 
willingness to fulfill someone else 's needs 
in the capacity he deems fit . 
"I think the free hugs campaign 
is a perfect way to encourage greater 
compassion, kindness and eventually world 
peace," said Clay, who would like to see 
her contribution inspire others to continue 
the spirit of kindness. 
Will she do it again? "Absolutely. 
Probably near the end of the semester 
when people are really going to need [a 
hug] ," said Clay. 
More information on the free hugs 
campaign and conception can be found at 
www.freehugscampaign.org/ and the 
YouTube video at 
www.youtube .com/watch?v=vr3x_ 
RRJdd4. 
Pride Collective holds 
Pink Shirt Day 
---Pink 
Matthew . Steinbach Shirt 
news editor [Day 
same day, which has the location 
booked up . 
However, what does Pink 
Shirt Day mean to the people it 
affects most? When asked , Bryan 
Corry, a volunteer for the group, 
speaking on his own behalf stated 
that pink shirt day is a "positive 
thing , [a] great way to get the 
message out there . . . sometimes 
these things are overlooked 
because of a lack of awareness. 
Pink shirt day is a fairly visual 
[way of doing that] ." 
Douglas College and SFU 
try university transfer the 
American way 
began 
Ill 
Nova 
Scotia in 2007 when a Grade 9 
student at a local school wore 
pink to his first day of school. 
The teen was promptly harassed , 
threatened , insulted , and bullied 
for his choice of shirt. Upon 
hearing this , two of his fellow 
students went out and purchased 
about 50 pink shirts and sent out 
the message to all their friends to 
wear them in support. The next 
day hundreds of students showed 
up in pink t-shirts . 
Since then, local 
organizations have begun 
celebrate this day and this year 
they will continue this new 
tradition on February 25'h . This 
includes the Douglas College 
Pride Collective, whom according 
to Pride Liaison Taylor, will be 
"walking around with buckets 
and pins" this year to carrel 
support for their cause . However, 
they cannot have a table in the 
concourse, so students can find 
them easily. According to Taylor 
another event is occurring in the 
6 
For more information, 
contact Taylor, the Pride Liaison 
directly at dsupride@yahoo.ca. 
Douglas Colleg 
By Matthew Steinbach, News Editor 
L ast week Douglas College announced that they were going to be working with Simon Fraser University in 
an attempt to try a new university transfer 
model. This new project would see 75 
students admitted in a "dual admission" 
program to both Douglas College and Simon 
Fraser University simultaneously. Unlike the 
current university transfer model students 
would be able to take courses at either 
school at the same time, rather than finishing 
up their first two years at Douglas before 
applying to transfer to SFU. 
While this is the first time something 
like this has been attempted in British 
Columbia it has been tried in the States. 
Jan Lindsay, VP of Education at 
Douglas College, stated though that this is 
"not so much an American model." Schools 
there use this system because there is "not 
so much of a connection" between academic 
institutions in the US as there is in Canada. 
Lindsay expressed that schools in Oregon 
use this idea to "smooth out the transfer 
process," and "because Portland University 
has done this for a while [Douglas was] able 
to benefit from their research ." 
Lindsay explained that they found 
students "get the best of both [schools 
because they are] connected to both." 
Lindsay also stated that since some "students 
[are] hesitant about coming to college. 
[This] gives them assurance of a smooth 
transition ... reduces the barriers," and allows 
students to take the courses "where they 
want to," and where they "feel comfortable 
[taking them] ." 
The program could be up and running 
late in the next year, however, Lindsay 
could not commit to a date because SFU and 
Douglas are still "working on details, like 
GPA [requirements]. .. " The program will be 
open to new students as well. 
Is receivership finally over? 
By Matthew Steinbach 
News Editor 
D ouglas College has long been outspoken in their position regarding the status of the Douglas Students' Union. The college 
withheld student fees in June of 2005. Then they took 
the DSU to court in 2007 to force them into receivership 
and since then they have not let the union out because of 
lingering financial concerns. 
After a recent meeting between the Douglas 
Students' Union's receiver-manager, the DSU, and the 
College's finance committee, the college has now begun 
"negotiations with the receiver-manager and the DSU to 
bring the student union out of receivership," according 
to Blaine Jensen, VP of Educational Services with 
Douglas College. 
Geoff Lenahan, treasurer for the students' union, 
"Things went a lot better [in the meeting] than I expected" 
also expressed that "things went a lot better [in the 
meeting] than I expected," that the college even 
"dropped one request, [the] ability to withhold fees." 
Jensen said that the college does "believe that the 
DSU is in compliance," with the College and Institutes 
Act. 
He went onto explain that the DSU have "been 
open with us about what's going on at the DSU." 
However, while this might be a major obstacle 
Quick facts on receivership: 
What is receivership? 
Receivership has been going on for over two years at 
the Students' Union. This was the case where the courts 
ordered that an outside person should take control of 
the organization until it was ready to manage its own 
affairs. 
What happened between the College and the 
Students' Union? 
This story begins at a time when an entirely different 
group of people were running the Students· Union and 
they purchased a building. which became known as "the 
Subway building"since it houses the subway located 
across from the New Westminster campus on gth Street 
. The building was purchased to build a new student 
union building. but led to deficits for the organization 
eventually causing the College to step in and withhold 
fees from the DSU. The college then went to court to 
place them in receivership. However, the Students' 
Union's board of directors disputed whether or not the 
college had a right to do this at the time. 
So what's this College and Institutes Act all about? 
The College and Institutes Al·t is one of two acts in 
British Columbia that direct how Student Unions are 
to undertake their business. The Act is a guide to how 
student unions and colleges are supposed to work 
together on issues like fee remittance. which is covered 
in Section 21 of the Act. Under this act. the DSU must 
have audited financial statements completed in order to 
collect the student fees that the college has collected on 
their behalf that year. 
The other act is the Societies Act. which outlines 
what the society must do in order to remain a society; 
for instance when yearly financial statements are to be 
presented. The statements were not being presented at 
the appropriate time during the College's withholding of 
the fees from the Students' Union. 
However. much of the debate in this issue has 
been around what compliance is in regards to this Act. 
which is a part of what the DSU recently agreed to in 
principle with the College. The College wanted detailed 
reporting. including the DSU's audited statements 
themselves. while the DSU argued that the College had 
no right to ,·iew them. 
Is this the first time receiwrship has been reported 
as owr'? 
There ha\e been many reports in the past of an 
impending end to receivership that date as far back as 
November of 2007. 
the two sides have overcome, Jensen admits that they 
"still have legal processes to go through ... [the] courts 
appointed Marne [Jensen receiver-manager and they 
are the] only one who can release her." 
Lenahan also stated that the DSU still had to hold 
an emergency meeting with their board before the 
college could debate the proposed agreement further. 
But he did admit that he gets the feeling that this issue 
could be over shortly. 
That said, even Jensen admitted that while he 
hopes that it will be over shortly he still thinks they 
would be "lucky" to have this completed by the end of 
March. 
News Shorts 
By Matthew Steinbach, News Editor 
Suffering from student 
debt? 
The Council of Student Affairs Leaders, 
an organization open to all educational 
institutions in British Columbia and 
comprised of senior administrators at 
educational institutions and members of 
student unions, want to help ease student 
debt. 
The group will next meet on February 
26'h in Vancouver in a closed-door meeting 
to "talk about student debt," according to 
Blaine Jensen, Chair of the committee and 
VP Educational Services here at Douglas 
College. 
Jensen explain~ that they want to 
"give some easy wins" to the BC Student 
Loan Program "leading into the upcoming 
election." He expressed his hope that 
the council will "hopefully [be] able to 
get something together" to present to the 
program shortly. 
The group began as an outlet for 
senior administrators at BC colleges and 
has since grown to include members of 
students' union and most recently senior 
administrators at universities. Their 
original mandate was to find common 
ground to lobby the government with. 
However, Jensen explains they now are 
more "targeted" in their approach and look 
more closely on "specific issues [and they 
still] work with the Ministry fof Advanced 
Education in BC] ." 
Free audio books for 
students 
The West Vancouver Memorial Library has 
enabled students in the Lower Mainland the 
ability to download audio books from their 
website. 
The Library has been building up 
its collection of audio books for awhile 
and have enabled these downloads to 
be compatible with most MP3 players. 
However, before students download these 
books they must first install Overdrive 
Media Software, version 3. 
The goal of this program is to help 
"cash-strapped students" find the text books 
they need in a media-friendly way. 
For more information please visit www. 
westvanlibrary.ca 
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Start the rollercoaster! 1 want to get on! 
1:~~ time to 
invest in 
the stock 
----------' market 
or not? I don't claim to be any sort of 
financial expert, but as a young person 
looking to lay a stake in the big bad 
world and sow seeds for the future, it's 
a question that I've been considering 
for the past several weeks. It's time to 
put away Milton Bradley's Game of 
Life and set up the board for my own 
Game of Life . 
With the economic downturn 
now an embedded day to day reality, 
now is a far more interesting time for 
newcomers to begin observing the 
markets . The Dow Industrial Average 
is down to six-year lows and stocks 
that were once trading for $20, $30 and 
$40 are now available for $2, $3 and 
$4 or less. While one might assume 
that the market is a cyclical entity and 
will eventually return to its healthy 
vibrant levels, a year, five years from 
now, or whenever, the trick will be to 
determine which companies will come 
out of the fire unscathed. There's a very 
good reason why once-mighty stocks 
are now bargains. Which of these 
companies will survive? This brings up 
the idea of government intervention. 
The irony of mega-capitalism is that 
as some companies are so huge, 
employ so many people and have such 
a stake in the overall economy that 
governments would rather bail them out 
with billions of dollars than let market 
forces send them into bankruptcy 
thereby wrecking the lives of thousands 
workers, consumers and the fortunes of 
millionaires . 
The stock I've been watching for 
the past few weeks is CitiGroup. With 
holdings all over the world and assets 
of upwards of $1 trillion it is one of 
the largest corporations on the planet. 
It is also one of those big American 
banks that are in severe trouble. Shares 
in this company closed this week at 
what deceptively looks like a dirt cheap 
$1.95; deceptive in that there is no 
prescribed bottom for this or any stock. 
So I still can't bring myself to pull the 
www.michaelpaulus.com 
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By Nikalas Kryzanowski 
Opinions Editor 
S aturday morning was a time for innocence that consisted of millions of kids with their 
favourite sugary breakfast cereal 
enjoying hour after hour of cartoons. 
It's hard to say that any kids took it 
deeper than that. But artist Michael 
Paulus took it one step further in a 
pretty macabre way by going beneath 
the skin of these 2D icons and 
developing hypothetical models of their 
skeletal systems. It 's an experiment 
that yielded some pretty amusing and 
downright unsettling results . Paulus 
goes beneath the surface of those 
adorable little Power Puff Girls to 
find horrible , bug eyed aliens . Fred 
Flintstone stays true to his Neanderthal 
heritage with thick bones and a long 
drawn down skull. Betty Boop with 
her oblong head and lack of chin looks 
less like a pinup model than some kind 
of mutant. Great legs though. They 
all look more like creatures, plain and 
simple, than cutesy. But then again 
I suppose we all do . Underneath our 
own smooth, exfoliated skin lays a 
similar collection of bones which if 
left standing alone would be a pretty 
disturbing sight. I guess Paulus 's 
pictures punch home the effect because 
as people we' re ingrained to recognize 
other human shapes, and with the 
drawings, the human layer is peeled 
away leaving distorted but fascinating 
proportions . 
;? , 
~-, 
trigger on it. Also, talks of temporarily 
nationalizing the big banks and 
restructuring them could very well wipe 
the slate clean on investors leaving 
them with nothing. On the flip side, 
speculation that the banks won't be 
nationalized is a force that's helped the 
stock to inch back up from $1.60. It's a 
lot of variables to consider and picking 
the right time to go is difficult 
As a newcomer, the information 
out there is boundless and it can be 
overwhelming. The acronyms are crazy 
and there are concepts that still sound 
like Greek even after you've combed 
through the explanation a dozen times. 
It takes a cast iron stomach and a lot 
of chutzpah to play the market. But 
the rewards can be dizzying (or so 
I'm told) and if you don't do so well, 
it can be downright terrifying. It's a 
gamble for sure and you can't always 
rely on the analysts , doing so would 
be like putting all your faith in your 
weatherman. 
One last thing to consider is 
whether the stock market is the best 
place to grow your money. There are a 
lot of options out there, but often they 
provide lower risk or even no risk for 
less growth. 
While nobody can truly predict the 
fluctuations that occur on a daily basis, 
the only real golden rule to follow is 
education, as long as you follow the 
company you're interested in with a 
magnifying glass, then you can base 
your decisions on what you've learned 
and what you believe might happen and 
with any luck, you' ll come out on top . 
West Coast Story: these guys have 
nothing on the Jets and Sharks 
By Natalie Nathanson 
As the Lower Mainland gets more and more plagued by ruthless gang violence, I'm 
reminded of a time where gangs 
were also prevalent in society. 
Although it's a time I unfortunately 
have not seen for myself, history has 
been preserved through the likes of 
films and books. I'm talking about 
the gangs of the good ol' days, the 
gangs of the 50s . 
Back then, being in a gang 
really did give you a sense of pride. 
You were a hoodlum and nothing 
more . You weren't a murderer or 
a drug dealer. You may carry a 
cigarette behind your ear and a flip 
comb in your back pocket, maybe 
a knife as well , but it was only to 
intimidate . 
Back then being in a gang was 
about racing cars and swooning 
chicks. A lot of gangs would steal 
cars,joyride around in them for the 
night, but the next morning they'd 
park the car back where they found it 
and usually with a full tank of gas . 
Gangs of today and back 
then have wars over disputes and 
territory. However, in those days, 
no one would open fire on you 
while you were sitting in your car, 
waiting for the lights to turn green. 
There was no senseless bloodshed 
in the city streets involving innocent 
people. The leaders of each gang 
would meet face to face and arrange 
a rumble. A rumble was a planned 
fight usually at night in a park or 
other area that was away from other 
people. The leaders would go their 
separate ways but that night come 
back with their posses and meet at 
the designated spot and battle it out. 
Sometimes they'd have rules 
and even have rumbles that forbade 
the use of weapons. It was just men 
and their fists beating raw flesh . 
Those caught using weapons at these 
rumbles were often scowled at by 
both parties. Deaths at these rumbles 
would still take place, but at least 
everyone knew going into it what 
might happen. 
I have no problem with the 
gangs of today killing each other; the 
more they kill of themselves the less 
of them there are . There 's always 
going to be gangs and violence 
associated with it. But there's no 
need to strike fear into the hearts of 
those who have chosen to lead their 
lives free of violence and crime by 
killing each other in broad daylight 
with guns and bullets that can stray 
and hit an innocent passerby. Why 
not battle it out on the fields one 
night like the Jets and the Sharks? 
Wouldn't it be better to kill each 
other with bare hands rather than 
from afar with a gun, like a coward? 
What a difference a 
week can make 
By Dee Noble 
I will never forget the first time I drove over the Pattullo Bridge. It was about 25 years ago. I was new 
to the Vancouver area and still at the 
stage where I would mark my route 
on a map before driving anywhere 
I'd never been before. A group of us 
from Buckerfield's head office decided 
to go out for dinner one night after 
work. I'd never heard of the Black 
Forest Restaurant in South Surrey, but 
workmates assured me it was only a 
half hour drive from where we were at 
1'1 Avenue and Boundary Road. All I 
had to do was follow them. 
That was easier said than done on 
that dark, rainy night. I was desperate 
to keep up to the car I was following 
as we hadn't made any backup plans if 
we got separated. There was no such 
thing as cell phones back then, and I'd 
forgotten the name of the restaurant we 
were going to. I remember following 
along blindly, not having a clue where 
I was and suddenly realizing we were 
on a bridge. I don't know what speed 
we were going, but it was fast enough 
that, as the road dropped and curved to 
the left at the far end of the bridge, my 
car felt as though it was airborne, just 
for one heart-stopping instant. Then my 
car tires grabbed the pavement again 
and I carried on to my destination, 
unscathed. 
That moment of terror was 
enough to keep me off the Pattullo 
until2008, when I decided to take 
some courses at Douglas College. 
Working at Guildford, the only logical 
route to get to the college was over 
the Pattullo. My second trip over the 
bridge was no less frightening than 
the first, but it wasn't due to excessive 
speed. It was during the evening rush 
and still daylight, so I could see quite 
clearly the rusted side rails, the hole-
pocked bridge deck, the proximity 
of the vehicles beside me, and the 
distance I'd fall to my death when the 
whole thing collapsed. I remember 
whispering, "Oh my God! Oh my God! 
Oh my God!" over and over again to 
myself as the traffic crept along. 
As my first semester at the college 
progressed, I gradually got used to 
driving over the bridge. It wasn't 
my favourite part of my routine, 
especially the day I hit a deep pothole 
at the entrance to the bridge and lost 
a hubcap. "It's a good thing it didn't 
flatten the tire," I consoled myself. 
While I wasn't fond of the old bridge, 
it would have taken me twice as long 
to travel via the Port Mann or Alex 
Fraser Bridge. So I was resigned and 
content, until that fateful day that they 
closed the Pattullo. 
! cou!dn 't believe my ears .. vhen 
I heard the news. Wasn't my schedule 
crazy enough, juggling fulltime work 
plus college classes? Now I had 
complicated commuting craziness 
to add to my stress load. The first 
day I used the Port Mann Bridge, it 
took me an hour and a half to get to 
Douglas College instead of the usual 
20 minutes . As the week progressed, 
I experimented with various routes, 
one day squinting against the blinding 
glare of sun on wet streets, another 
day peering through thick fog to try to 
read unfamiliar street signs, sharing 
my frustration in the traffic jams 
with thousands of other stressed-out 
commuters. By the end of that first 
week, I was a nervous wreck and ready 
give up on college until the following 
semester. 
And then, once more, I couldn't 
believe my ears-the bridge repairs, 
which had been forecast to take up to 
six weeks, were completed in just one 
week. I was thrilled to hear the news. 
What a difference that brief closure 
had made in my attitude towards this 
decrepit piece of infrastructure. The 
bridge I feared and loathed had become 
the bridge I was overwhelmingly 
grateful to have the use of, even if it 
did gobble the occasional hubcap. 
Smile and nod if you're 
not crazy 
By Chloe Bach, Assistant Editor 
ouple days ago I was happily 
itting in my hairdresser's 
hair, sipping my latte and 
looking forward to my new 'do. I 
might not have felt such a sense of 
calm had I known that 10 minutes or 
so down the road I was going to be, 
unrightfully, berated for expressing 
that I found a certain commercial that 
had just come on the salon television 
incredibly touching. 
As I sat there chatting away with 
my relatively new, once sweet and 
unassuming, hairdresser I looked 
through the mirror at the television 
behind me. On that television was one 
of the BC SPCA's heart-wrenching 
commercials set to some eerie and sad 
Sarah McLachlan song. 
You know, the ones showing 
distraught, sad, suffering animals? 
Well, being the sucker for animals that 
I am, those commercials both make me 
cry and want to have a big farm where 
I can rescue a whole bunch of those 
animals and give them a better life. 
Yes, I absolutely have the capacity to 
be a crazy dog lady, no joke. 
Anyways, upon conveying this 
sentiment I was met with an assault 
of angry words from my hairdresser. 
In fact, what she said back to me was 
something along the lines that she'd 
have a iot more respect for both Sarah 
McLachlan and me if we were to 
throw our support behind preventing 
abortions, and that "McLachlan should 
get real and make a commercial 
showing images of murderers ripping 
babies out of their mothers." After 
which she continued to spew more of 
what I would consider Bible-thumping 
madness. 
Urn, what? I didn't know that 
feeling compassion for abused animals 
meant I hated babies! And it doesn't. 
Now, I'm not about to delve into my 
opinions regarding Roe v. Wade, but let 
it be known I am strongly left-leaning 
and not remotely religious. You do the 
math. 
I have to say, throughout the rest 
of the appointment I was in a state 
of shock. I really felt like I had been 
assaulted, and as the day wore on I 
felt more and more angry that I hadn't 
fired back, because it is completely 
out of character for me not to. So this 
whole run-in got me thinking about 
why I was so offended. Was I being 
over sensitive? Was she right? And 
most importantly, would I ever be able 
to go back to her for a haircut? 
After stewing for about 24 
hours I decided that I was entitled 
to feel pissed off. I was insulted for 
something I didn't even bring up and it 
is infinitely fucked up that she would 
go off on a client, or anyone for that 
matter, for saying what I did . Yes, 
people are entitled to their opinions, 
but expressing them in these hostile 
and superfluous fashions just gives 
anyone who holds the same viewpoint 
a brutal reputation. For example, not 
every conservative is Bill O'Reilly 
or Ann Coulter, but those two sure 
make me feel a lot of disdain for 
conservatives in general. 
What this boils down to is that I 
am sick and tired of angry, extreme 
conservatives forcing their opinions 
down everyone's throat, interested or 
not. It is obviously not effective, not to 
mention uncouth. I mean, I draw major 
issue with certain aspects of religion, 
but I don't insult people who are 
devout. I am pro-choice, but I don't 
chastise those who are not, at least not 
without being provoked. 
So while I kept my cool she 
proved to be all sorts of crazy by 
getting in my face like that. And I 
think I did my fellow liberals and our 
reputation proud by simply nodding 
slowly and plastering a big sarcastic 
smile on my face. 
That said, anyone know a good 
hairdresser? 
c ~~ 
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Taking the wind out of drunk drivers' sails 
By Slavash Emamzadeh 
W hat would you think if after your first drinking and driving conviction a police 
officer met up with you every time 
before you went to drive, just to see if 
you're up to no good? Well, a similar 
requirement is going to apply from now 
on. 
Just having come into effect, it 
is known as the Ignition Interlock 
Program and requires people charged 
with intoxicated driving to install 
a breath-sampling machine in their 
vehicle, for one year. 
The part that really stings for these 
drivers is that if they fail the test, their 
car won't start. Did I mention they'll be 
forking over the $1500 for the device? 
The requirement does not apply 
to if you have less than two 90 day 
prohibitions or three 24-hour roadside 
suspensions. 
Excessive? I think not. Do I need 
to remind you who are being targeted 
by this campaign? Drunk drivers. 
They are horrible people that are 
a detriment to any society; they don't 
care about themselves and they sure as 
heck don't care about others. They'd 
rather risk others lives and subject their 
loved ones to endless anxiety than give 
up their awful habit. 
These are weak people that seem 
unable to exercise any discipline or 
sympathy whatsoever. 
Like bad-tempered kids, their 
sole purpose in life is to resist order. 
Instead of stopping and reasoning 
for a mere moment, they choose to 
challenge authority. Not for a second 
do they think to themselves, "Why is 
this behaviour being so vehemently 
discouraged?" No, they just continue 
down their fatal path. 
I say good on the authorities for 
putting this law in effect. This program 
will teach these criminals the true value 
of freedom-the same freedom they 
habitually take for granted. Every time 
they drink, they have a choice to take 
transit, call a taxi or hitch a ride after 
drinking, but time and time again, they 
make the wrong choice. And just like a 
child who insists on fishing for cookies 
until the jar is hidden, intoxicated 
drivers have proven they need strict 
rules. 
So, while these drunken clowns 
exhale, the rest of us will be breathing a 
nice, long, overdue sigh of relief. 
Why do birds suddenly not appear? 
By Rin Kim 
"Why do birds suddenly appear? 
Every time you are near, 
Just like me, they long to be, close to 
you." 
This well-known classic by The Carpenters may bring you back to memories 
of a simpler time, carefree and 
unregulated. Unfortunately, memories 
of sunny days and birds everywhere 
rna n~w only survive in our memories 
due to our irresponsible actions 
and lack of maintenance in our 
ecosystem. In reality, the birds that 
The Carpenters poetically describe 
do not suddenly appear anymore as 
our unconstrained habits of neglect 
have finally caught up to us. This 
has resulted in a dramatic population 
decline of many bird species, most 
notably, North America's own 
Loggerhead Shrikes . 
So where do we point fingers 
to when it comes to determining the 
culprit of this phenomenon? We have 
been abusing Mother Nature for our 
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own benefit without thinking about the 
consequences for far too long. As the 
world's population increases, so does 
the need for more liveable space. In 
response, we are urbanizing lands at 
an alarming rate every year. This puts 
many species at risk as huge acres are 
being clear-cut, drastically altering 
entire landscapes. 
Loggerhead Shrikes (Lanius 
ludovicianus), known as "butcher 
birds" to some, are famous for their 
characteristic predatory behaviour of 
piercing iheir prey wiib. ui.oms a..i.d 
sharp objects. The name "Loggerhead" 
also refers to their large head size 
relative to their bodies. Over the 
past few years their numbers have 
been rapidly declining and no one 
can pin point the exact cause for 
this mysterious occurrence, So why 
do we care about these bloodthirsty 
creatures? Loggerhead Shrikes are the 
only members of the shrike family that 
are indigenous to North America. It is 
currently listed as endangered by the 
Committee on the Status of Endangered 
Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC) and 
is also listed under the federal Species 
at Risk Act (SARA). The Loggerhead 
Shrike looks very similar to songbirds 
sut:ll a~ the m~kingbird; however They 
are slightly smaller than mockingbirds 
and have a sharp-hooked bill that 
accounts for its predatory behaviour. 
The bird has a prominent white breast 
and a distinct "black mask" around 
its eyes, as well as a grey head and 
back. There are also contrasting white 
patches on their black tails and wings. 
They are mostly found in North 
America and their distribution ranges 
from Southern Canada to the United 
States and Mexico. Most importantly, 
portions of this unique bird population 
are also found in British Columbia . 
Biologists have not been successful 
in providing any concrete evidence 
explaining the Loggerhead Shrike's 
population decline, but they do agree 
that it was caused by human activity. 
They have proposed several possible 
causes, one being that their major 
habitat, which are grasslands, are 
threatened due to farming and natural 
succession resulting in loss and 
fragmentation. Another possibility for 
the Loggerhead Shrike's steep decline 
is due to frequent collisions with 
automobiles. Theie aie many reported 
cases of birds flying into oncoming 
traffic, where the results are usually 
fatal. These cases are often preventable 
if the drivers exercised more caution 
when driving in areas where the birds 
are found in high concentration. 
As a result, the Loggerhead Shrike 
Recovery Team has installed warning 
signs to advise drivers to slow down 
in these areas. Another cause for the 
population decline could be due to 
their predatory behavior combined with 
the high concentrations of pesticides 
and harmful chemicals found in the 
area. The birds often unknowingly 
ingest these toxic substances along with 
their prey, and the consequences can be 
ietti!IJ. 
The news is not all bad for the 
bird. A Loggerhead Shrike Recovery 
Team (LSRT) was created in response 
to this devastating trend. The team 
has conducted annual surveys on the 
number of sightings of the shrikes, 
and their captive breeding program 
was created in order to protect genetic 
diversity and to learn more about the 
predatory birds . As a result of their 
tremendous efforts, the team has begun 
to observe an increase in the bird 
population. 
So what can we do about this 
serious problem? The major cause 
for this decline is habitat change. You 
can contact the County~ office of 
the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) or Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) to learn more about 
how to expand the habitats of the 
Loggerhead Shrikes. Hopefully, 
together we can help save the 
remaining grasslands and preserve the 
natural habitats of the shrikes so they 
can breed and survive without any 
disturbance. You can also volunteer 
for the Important Bird Areas Program 
(IBA), which is an international 
conservation organization that 
designates essential areas for certain 
species as "important bird areas." 
The outlook for the Loggerhead 
Shrikes is still uncertain, as researchers 
are still unable to locate the exact 
cause for the bird's population decline. 
However, there is some hope thanks 
to many dedicated conservationists 
who devote their time trying to help 
preserve this unique bird's population. 
It is all of our responsibility to take care 
of this endangered species. We cannot 
continue to abuse Mother Nature as 
we will soon reach her limits, and a 
precious avian will be lost forever. 
Since millions of tax payers' 
dollars are spent by federal and 
provincials governments annually 
on the environment, there should be 
a better way to allocate more money 
for specific cases of environmental 
conservation, such as the Loggerhead 
Shrike. We as citizens of Canada hold 
the power to save this hawk-like yet 
helpless bird. It is our responsibility to 
take action now, and maybe someday, 
for future generations, the birds will 
again "suddenly appear." 
'.'What do you think about bullying now that you are older?" 
Another day, another climb up the hill 
Emilie Chow 
University Transfer Music 2nd Year 
"I think it is about insecurities, and done for stupid reasons." 
Liam Murray 
University Transfer Music 2nd Year 
"It still continues as you get older, hopefully people can use words to 
communicate instead of violence." 
Chad Kamer 
Basic Musicianship 
"It is inescapable, and can happen in your professional life when you get older." 
Gunnar Nielsen squares off with an 
out of order pop machine 
Brent White practising at the plano 
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By Wendy A. Case 
0 ver the past few years there have been many stories in the mainstream news about a group called The Guardian Angels. There is much mystery and confusion 
surrounding the group. The first chapter of the Guardian 
Angels was founded in New York in 1979 and since then the 
organization has grown to include 136 chapters in 13 countries 
worldwide. One of these chapters is Vancouver's, which started 
in the early 1980s, it was disbanded, and was again restarted in 
2006. To shed some light on the mystery of the Guardian Angels, 
I suited up with my buddy "Tank" and his Vancouver chapter 
and took to the streets of the Downtown Eastside to find out 
what they were all about. 
The group patrols on every Friday night through wind, rain, 
snow or whatever the circumstances. It's a small group with 
different members patrolling the DTES each time. Dressed in 
their familiar red coats and red berets, the Guardian Angels are 
immediately recognizable on the streets of the DTES. However, 
with the introduction of the Downtown Ambassadors who offer 
tourist information, who are also dressed in red, some confusion 
has resulted. 
Members have different code names bestowed upon them 
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by the group. The members that I 
patrolled with were Ronin, Grimm, 
Tank, and PC. The leader, Ronin, is 
a member of the original Vancouver 
Guardian Angels chapter. He signals 
the routes to follow using hand signals 
recognized by each of the members. 
Grimm had only a little to say about 
the Vancouver Guardian Angels. 
Wendy: So when did you join the 
Guardian Angels? 
Ronin: I was a member of the original 
chapter. Back then we just kept 
moving on the patrols. We would walk 
and walk for the entire patrol just 
providing a presence. 
W: What do you do differently now? 
R: I like to stop on the corners, 
particularly at Main and Hastings. Not 
only do we provide a presence, but 
also the crowds tend to disperse. 
PC was the most talkative member 
of the group. Although the others 
described him as quiet he was very 
talkative about the Guardian Angels 
and the perceptions relating to them. 
W: When did you join the Guardian 
Angels? 
PC: I joined two years ago. I had 
heard about them in the 1980s and 
thought that what they did was cool. 
When I heard that they were looking 
for recruits in 2006 I came out. 
W: So what was it like being a 
recruit? 
PC: First there was two to three 
months of training. Then I started 
going out on patrols with senior 
people. 
W: What do you think of the 
perceptions surrounding the Guardian 
Angels in Vancouver? How do they 
make you feel? 
PC: I know people think that we're a 
bunch ofYankees, but we make sure 
people are safe. We take the name of 
the guardian angel seriously. When 
you think of a guardian angel you 
think of a protector. That's what we 
are. We go around neighbourhoods 
that we think need to be patrolled. 
We used to go on the SkyTrain when 
women were being mugged around 
the stations. We break up fights; we're 
never aggressive towards people. 
Nine out of ten people give us the 
thumbs up. The residents of the DTES 
appreciate us being here. 
W: So why do you come out every 
Friday? 
PC: It's my way of giving back. I 
give to charities and I donate my time, 
but this is my major contribution 
to society. I don't like violence 
particularly towards weaker people; it 
upsets me. It's worth it if we even help 
one person a night. 
From my time out with the 
Guardian Angels, PC is quite correct 
about their approval rating. Most 
of the DTES residents that we 
encountered did give them a thumbs 
up. Some asked if they were affiliated 
with the Vancouver Police Department 
(VPD), but were cautiously optimistic. 
One DTES resident summed it up 
quite nicely. 
DTES Resident: So what are you 
guys about? Are you cracking down 
on dope users or what? 
PC: We're about keeping people safe 
and making sure nobody gets hurt. 
DTESR: I'm all for that. 
Many of the residents came to the 
Guardian Angels with a story to tell. 
Many just wanted to be heard. The 
Guardian Angels offer an ear to listen 
and as they joked, Tank gets a lot of 
them. 
Tank was my original contact 
with the Guardian Angels. He is 
always enthusiastic and always trying 
to help. In my first patrol with the 
Guardian Angels he stopped to offer 
medical assistance to one DTES 
resident and an ambulance came by 
minutes later to help .. He also stopped 
to listen to one DTES resident who 
needed assistance in a back alleyway. 
The man had just gotten out of the 
hospital and was trying to contact 
Vancouver General Hospital (VGH) 
for the return of his belongings. 
Tank, who is much kinder than the 
name implies, helped the man phone 
VGH in a vain attempt to locate his 
belongings. 
Tank filled me in on the training 
that the Guardian Angels go through 
before starting patrols. 
W: Who trains the Guardian Angels? 
Tank: My first teacher was Norm 
Bettencourt. Mitra and Guru O'Neal 
at Triunity Martial Arts in Surrey also 
taught us. 
W: What did they teach you? 
T: Norm taught us about working as 
a team. He would teach us certain 
moves on how to protect ourselves 
against knives or guns and very 
aggressive individuals or multiple 
attackers ... We were taught anti-
terrorist techniques, knife use and 
defense. We even learned how to react 
to grenade attacks! Mitra is also the 
only lady in Canada that is authorized 
to teach these techniques. 
My experiences with the 
Guardian Angels showed me a 
different side of the Downtown East 
Side. Many of the people there just 
want to be protected and left alone to 
do as they please. Regardless of who 
we talked to, everyone was unanimous 
in their support of a patrolling group 
that wasn't the Vancouver Police 
Department. When it comes to 
the DTES, the residents want the 
Guardian Angels. 
Could ouwm t r go East Coast to West Coast? 
sports editor 
"-----' 
0 :; the 
best parts of 
the NHL's 
annual 
trade deadline , which falls on March 
4th this year, is speculating where 
the biggest players will ship off to . 
The best available defenseman, Jay 
Bouwmeester, is really one of the more 
interesting cases this year. 
Bouwmeester, 25 , is a Team 
Canada veteran at the Olympic, 
World Championship, World Junior 
Championship and World Cup levels 
and was picked by the Florida Panthers 
3rd overall back in the 2002 NHL entry 
draft. Since then he's only suited up 
for the Panthers in the NHL and has 
often been the lone bright light on some 
pretty bad teams . 
Bouwmeester is in the final 
year of his contract and while 
Panther 's management has been 
trying desperately to keep the former 
Medicine Hat Tiger in Miami, 
Bouwmeester has rebuked all of their 
offers . While Florida has offered him 
a hefty raise on the $4.875 million he 
earned this year, they haven 't gotten 
very far. Bouwmeester has cited the 
team's chronically poor performance 
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and a lack of confidence in the 
Panthers ' future as the primary reasons 
for his refusal to sign a new contract. 
The difficult part for Florida 
is that they are actually performing 
extremely well this season. They are 
currently sitting seventh in the Eastern 
Conference standings and are well on 
their way to the team's first playoff 
berth since 2000. However, this clearly 
hasn't restored Bouwmeester's faith 
in the organization and if they can't 
get him on board then Panther's GM 
Jacques Martin has a major decision 
to make. Does he keep Bouwmeester 
until the end of the season and make a 
run for the playoffs? Or does he deal 
Bouwmeester now and hope to get 
something for him while he can? 
Either way, the team's fan base, or 
what's left of it, won't be happy. Losing 
Bouwmeester would be another blow 
to a tortured group that has to commute 
out into the middle of nowhere for 
Panthers' games to support a club that 
hasn't made a playoff appearance, in 
an often-weak conference . In almost 
nine years they have watched while the 
team's best players, Roberto Luongo 
and Olli Jokinen have departed for 
greener pastures . 
Still, Bouwmeester would 
undoubtedly fetch a high return. He 
is a highly-skilled, smooth-skating 
defenseman who is one of the league's 
best passers. In six NHL seasons, he's 
played the full schedule five times and 
when you consider that he's only 25, 
that is a remarkable feat. At 6'4, 214 
pounds, he's a big, mobile defender 
with a massive wingspan. He's 
incredibly solid at both ends of the rink 
and is the type of defenseman that any 
team would want. 
Interestingly enough, the 
Vancouver Canucks have reportedly 
been a strong potential suitor for 
Bouwmeester. With Vancouver having 
tons of cap room they can easily 
accommodate the pending free agent's 
salary for this year and beyond. Gillis 
hasn't exactly been gun-shy about 
going after a blockbuster by moving to 
acquire Jay Bouwmeester; he would be 
sending a strong message to his players , 
the fans and the rest of the league that 
the Canucks are serious about making a 
legitimate playoff push this season. 
The most persistent rurnour has 
Vancouver shipping Cory Schneider, 
Taylor Pyatt and a draft pick to Florida 
for Bouwmeester. While Schneider is 
undoubtedly a future star, with Luongo 
between the pipes for Vancouver it 
will be tough for him to further his 
development in the long run. Losing 
Pyatt wouldn' t be a bad thing for the 
Canucks even if we got nothing in 
return and if Jacques Martin wants him, 
please, let him have him. 
The only significant drawback 
would be that the incoming of 
Bouwmeester would mean the 
departure of Matthias Ohlund. Ohlund 
is also heading into unrestricted free 
agency and while he's played his 
entire career with the Canucks, he's 
clearly lost a step and it's been reported 
that he is seeking a five or six-year 
contract, which would be a big risk for 
Vancouver to take. 
Playing in Vancouver's favour 
is that if the Panthers are forced to 
trade their star defensernan, they 
would be loath to flip him to an 
Eastern Conference rival. And when 
you consider that they are still very 
much in the playoff hunt, and that 
the only ones buying at the deadline 
are other contenders, don't bank on 
Bouwmeester staying in the East. If a 
rebuilding club wants him they won't 
give up prospects and picks to have 
him now, they'll wait until July 1" for 
free agency, when the only thing they'll 
have to give up is money. 
Gaborik could go to the 'Nucks 
By Garth Mclennan, Sports Editor 
With the NHL trade deadline drawing closer, the inevitable water cooler 
talk is about to begin, and one of the 
hottest topics will surely be the status 
of superstar Minnesota Wild winger 
Marian Gaborik. 
The otherworldly talented, yet 
injury-prone Slovakian, who up 
until this point has played his entire 
professional career in the Twin Cities, 
is a prime candidate to be dealt at the 
March 4'h deadline. 
Gaborik, 27, has barely played this 
year due to frequent injury problems, 
but his recent hip surgery is being 
touted as a success and as a launching 
pad to put his health woes behind him. 
With the Wild quickly falling out of 
the Western Conference playoff race, 
expect to see Gaborik on the trading 
block. 
The 3ro overall draft pick in the 
2000 NHL entry draft selection is an 
unrestricted free agent this summer and 
as one of the most dynamic players 
in the world, when healthy, he won't 
have difficulty lining up potential 
suitors. Negotiations on a contract 
extension with the Wild have broken 
off completely after Gaborik and 
the team's General Manager Doug 
Risebrough got into a very messy 
argument in front of other Wild players 
shortly after Gaborik announced his 
decision to miss games for his recent 
surgery. 
Even before that, however, talks 
between the parties had stalled and 
Gaborik made his intentions about his 
future in Minnesota crystal clear when 
he declined a proposed eight-year, 
$8.5 million per season contract offer 
from the club. Even in the spending 
spree that is unrestricted free agency, 
Gaborik is unlikely to have that kind of 
money thrown at him. While he is as 
offensively gifted as Alex Ovechkin, 
his chronic injury troubles will be 
a strong consideration for wary but 
interested teams. Gaborik has never 
played a full season in the NHL and 
hasn't played more than 65 games since 
2003. 
Still though, when he 's at his peak, 
there is nobody, and I mean nobody, 
that is more exciting and fun to watch 
than Marian Gaborik and that comes 
with the fact that he's been stuck in 
Minnesota 's infuriating defensive 
system for years . 
If Gaborik can sign with a club that 
has any semblance of offensive talent 
this summer and get his injury issues 
Lost in the Woods 
By Garth Mclennan, 
Sports Editor 
B eli eve it or not, it has now been nine full months since Tiger 
Woods last played golf on 
the PGA Tour. Nine months! 
Since his win for the ages at 
Torrey Pines last June in the 
U.S. Open, Woods has been 
sidelined with a serious knee 
injury which has required 
reconstructive surgery. With 
Woods out, the game of golf 
has suffered, and they are 
looking forward to his return 
this weekend on February 
26'h, at the WGC-World 
Match Play Championships 
more than any fan. 
With the economy 
tanking and major 
corporations rethinking 
where their sponsorship 
dollars are headed, Woods' 
injury could not have come 
at a worse time. The fact 
is, for the vast majority of 
people, Tiger Woods is golf, 
and with him out, the game 
has floundered . 
under control, then look out. Rumours 
have linked him to the Los Angeles 
Kings at the deadline but another 
possible destination that keeps popping 
up, more so for this corning summer 
though is Vancouver. 
Gaborik's best friend, Pavol 
Dernitra, is currently lighting it up for 
the Canucks and the team is surging. 
If Mike Gillis is unable to retain the 
Sedin twins (and with the money 
they're reported to be asking for that 
is a distinct possibility), then Gaborik 
would look great in Canuck colours . 
With Vancouver playing an offense-
first style and Dernitra experiencing a 
mid-career resurgence in play, Gaborik 
could be inclined to sign here. 
Now, this is all theoretical of 
course, but you have to admit, it looks 
promising. Vancouver has tons of cap 
space and Gillis has already proved 
with Mats Sundin that he's willing 
to chase down top players and pull 
the trigger on a blockbuster. With 
Vancouver being reportedly interested 
in Jay Bouwmeester at the deadline, 
its unlikely that Gaborik comes here 
before July 1", the opening day of free 
agency. 
I'm already counting down the 
days . 
Now, everyone knows how great 
Woods is . At just 33 years of age, 
Woods has already won 14 major 
championships. The all-time record 
of 18 titles is held by Jack Nicklaus . 
While it's unlikely, Woods could 
conceivably equal that mark at the end 
of this season. Consider this to get an 
idea of Tiger's dominance: despite 
missing the last nine months of play, 
Woods is still the number one ranked 
player in the world. The guy hasn't teed 
up in nine months and he still tops the 
charts? That's incredible. 
With the PGA Tour rapidly losing 
sponsors, they desperately need Woods 
to come back and make an immediate 
impact. For better or worse, Tiger 
Woods is the PGA Tour's lifeline. 
Whenever he swiilgii a club, people 
take notice. Whenever he participates 
in a tournament, the television ratings 
spike, fan attendance surges and media 
coverage of the event, no matter what 
comer of the world it's in, increases 
tenfold. Golf needs that energy if they 
have any hope of remaining more than 
a niche sport. 
Sure, professional golf has other 
amazing players. Phil Mickelson is 
fantastic and Vijay Singh is one of 
the world's best , while Jim Furyk 
S··· ~ ...... ~ POR· • ·S~ 
can always be counted on to give a 
great performance. Irishman Padraig 
Harrington repeated as British Open 
Champion last year and also won 
the PGA Championship. All of these 
players are incredible golfers and have 
made legitimate stakes to the mantle 
of the best in the world while Woods 
has been away but that is the problem; 
they 've been the best without Woods in 
the field. 
Tiger Woods is one of those rare 
athletes who have transcended their 
sport. Like Wayne Gretzky in hockey, 
Muhammad Ali in boxing or Michael 
Jordan in basketball, Tiger Woods has 
proved that he is one of the greatest 
athletes in history, and that's tough 
for anyone to match. When Tiger 
plays, people who aren 't goiffans pay 
attention. That's the type of quality that 
nobody else on the Tour right now has. 
Just look at how far the PGA Tour 
has tumbled in Tiger's absence. Ratings 
have plummeted and media coverage 
has been steadily declining ever since 
he went down. The LPGA Tour is 
falling so fast it might fold. 
Golf needs Tiger Woods, now more 
than ever. Hopefully with his return this 
week he'll make people sit up and start 
to take notice of the game again. 
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is Hiring 
Photographer 
Take photos for stories and do interviews in the field. DSLR experience 
preferred but not required. Looking for good eye and outgoing personal-
ity. Good pay and good experience!! 
Send your resume to editor@theotherpress.ca. 
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Men's Basketball 
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I Vancouver Island University • .YIIfl'ilu<n· 18 18 
2 Langa.ra College Flllm~U 18 13 
.J UBC-Okan.a an DNII 18 13 
4 UNBCTiM~· 18 12 
5 Kwmtlen Polyt:.:hnic UniYersity £ttv:ln 18 8 
If Douglas C.cllege llo;"tlb 18 8 
C.apilano UniveNity .BIM'.J Ill 1 
Columbia Bible Co llege ilntn:-lllb· IS 6 
Ca.mosun College ~r.r l!l 5 
Quest Un iversity Canada ..r;,a«s IR () 
Women's Basketball 
ll'~ JPoil'tl:r' L ~ IJ Poil'tl:r' GP ~ 
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Doug Ia College 811}·110· 18 7 
K'A'antlcn Polytet:bnic University hf:ks IS 5 
Quest Uni\•ersil)• Canada. Ku.atlt-s 18 3 
Columbia Bible C.o llcgc IINITIIII.f 18 0 
Men's Volleyball 
February 26 
Quarter-Final 1 (3 pm) 
Quarter-Final 2 (8 pm) 
CBC vs USC-Okanagan 
Douglas vs Camosun 
February 27 
Semi-Final 1 {3 pm) 
Semi-Final 2 (8 pm) 
F' ebruary 28 
Winner of Match 1 vs UFV 
Winner of Match 2 vs VIU 
Bronze Medal Match (3 pm) 
Gold Medal Match (8 pm) 
Women's Volleyball 
February 26 
Quarter-Final1 (1 pm) 
Quart.er-Final 2 (6 pm) 
February 27 
Douglas vs VIU 
CBC vs UFV 
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Gold Medal Match (6 pm) 
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Fridlly & Saturday, Feb 20 & 21,2009 
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Fri. Feb. 20 
Quest 79 UBc-Dkanagan 105 
CBC 70 UNBC 85 
VIU 97 Capilano 73 
Camosun 58 Douglas 69 
Kwantlen 50 Langara 62 
Sat. Feb. 21 
Quest 64 UBC'-Okanagan 89 
CBC 76 UNBC 86 
VI U 82 Douglas 40 
Camosun 89 Capilano S3 
Fri . Feb. 20 
Quest 25 USC-Okanagan 71 
CBC 38 UNBC 99 
VIU 57 Capilano 52 
Camosun 54 Douglas 33 
Kwant len 55 Langara 61 
Sat. Feb. 21 
Quest 22 USC-Okanagan 59 
CBC 40 UNBC 93 
VIU 38 Douglas 48 
Camosun 72 Capilano 45 
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CANUCKS CORNER Gillis has some tough decisions ahead 
By· Garth Mclennan, Sports Editor 
As the NHL trade deadline approaches and unrestricted free agency looms on July 1", 
Vancouver Canucks ' General Manager 
Mike Gillis will be facing his first real 
and significant tests at the helm of the 
franchise. 
With his team seemingly solid 
in the playoff hunt, Gillis first has 
to decide his position at the trade 
deadline. This year there are plenty of 
premiere players available to teams 
willing to pay the price but for Gillis, 
what he does on the March 4'h deadline 
will largely determine his position 
heading into the free agent season. 
While Jay Bouwmeester would 
certainly bolster Vancouver's playoff 
hopes and solidify the back end, Gillis 
will surely be reluctant to pull the 
trigger on a blockbuster deadline deal if 
he can only keep the player he acquires 
for a few months. Still, Bouwmeester is 
a legitimate possibility. Rumours have 
linked the big, smooth skating Florida 
Panthers rearguard to Vancouver in a 
deal that would send the Canucks' top 
goalie prospect, Cory Schneider, and 
winger Taylor Pyatt to South Florida. A 
high end draft pick would definitely be 
part of the deal on Vancouver's end . 
Then there is the question of what 
to do with all of the upcoming free 
agents Gillis already has . None are 
more prominent than the Sedin twins, 
but they may price themselves out of 
Vancouver 's market. Recent rumours 
have the 
five years. Where exactly do they think 
they're going to get that? The only 
team that would give them that is the 
New York Islanders and there is no way 
they head to the league's dump in the 
prime of their careers. 
The Sedins aren't Gillis' only 
task though. Long-term defenseman 
Matthias Ohlund is set to hit the open 
market if he isn't re-signed before July 
1" and while it would be great to retain 
him, I 
twins 
asking 
for 
"With his team seemingly solid in the playoff hunt, Gillis first has to wouldn 't 
decide his position at the trade deadline." count on 
it. 
five-year contracts at $6.5 million per 
season with no-trade clauses. Now that 
is just a rumour, but if it turns out to be 
true , then good luck finding takers for 
that one. As strong as the Sedins are, 
they have made it perfectly clear that 
they want to play on the same team in 
perpetuity, and very few teams in the 
league would be willing to pay that 
kind of money with that kind of term to 
two players who while clearly skilled, 
are not in the NHL's elite . That type of 
money is, guaranteed, $13 million for 
Ohlund is obviously a solid 
blueliner, but he isn' t spectacular, and 
consider Vancouver's defence group 
right now; with a salary cap that is 
only expected to shrink in the corning 
years, the team is already paying Willie 
Mitchell $3.5 million, Sarni Salo $3.75 
million, Kevin Bieksa $3.5 million and 
Alex Edler will see his new deal kick in 
next year when he starts bringing home 
$3.75 million . With the salary cap, you 
can only allocate so much money to 
certain areas and if things don't work 
out with the Sedins, can Gillis really 
justify paying a declining Ohlund $4 
million for five or six years, as he's 
rumoured to want? 
Plus, there is plenty of high impact 
forwards set to hit the market this 
summer. Just to name a few, Marian 
Gaborik, Jairornir Jagr, Marian Hossa, 
Mats Sundin, Saku Koivu,Alexei 
Kovalev and Alex Tanguay will all 
presumably be available. 
Then you have Alex Burrows, who 
is enjoying the season of his career 
right now. Along with Ryan Kesler, he's 
easily been a strong candidate for one 
of the team's best players and is also 
one of the best bargains in the NHL this 
season as he's making just $525,000. 
Expect to see his salary quadruple at 
the very least. 
So it is abundantly clear that 
Gillis has his work cut out for him. 
The decisions he makes in the corning 
weeks will go a long way in dictating 
the future of this team for years to 
come. 
Lindsay Lohan, 
going downhill 
fast ... again! 
By Chloe Bach, Assistant Editor 
A lmost every time I pick up a shitty tabloid or read an entertainment website there is something written about Lindsay Lohan, 
and I really can't help but wonder why. 
Why do people even care about this girl? 
She was in a few brutal movies, put out a couple 
terrible albums and gets trashier and less good 
looking by the day. Oh, and she's still not getting 
any work even though she's pretending to be a rug 
muncher. 
Lindsay has recently been photographed with 
a suspicious, white, powder-like substance stuck 
in her nose which probably explains why she has 
been looking so emaciated as of late. Even though 
she has tried to fight off the media's accusations 
of weight loss by saying she eats a Big Mac every 
day, I just don't believe her. Word is the coke diet 
works wonders for weight loss, y'all. 
Seriously, folks, aside from Mean Girls 
(which I will only admit was good because Tina 
Fey wrote the screenplay) Lindsay has done 
nothing the least bit impressive. Although I am 
a little impressed that someone who is only 22 
years old has made it to rehab three times already. 
To top that off, there have been rumours swirling 
that Lohan is an absolute terror to work with on 
set. This unfavourable 'tude resulted in the Ugly 
Betty episodes from last season she guest starred 
in being cancelled altogether. 
I hate to jump on the "she's a role model" 
bandwagon, but it's true. The facts are little girls 
look up to Lindsay Lohan and guys, for some 
reason unbeknownst to me, want to stick it in 
her. But I think rewarding anything about this 
train wreck needs to stop. Hollywood has stopped 
hiring her, so let's all stop being interested in her. 
We've seen her tits and her "Britney" so there's 
really nothing left to see. 
.. 
There's no other way to put it: Cold play blows 
By Jay Schreiber 
I ' Jay Schreiber, am a liar. In a previous article, I stated that U2 is the lamest band in the 
world, and should never be praised by 
anyone ever again. The truth is, U2 is 
part of an elite group of whiners and 
sell-outs that I have taken the liberty 
of nicknaming the "Craptasticals" after 
the part of the male anatomy that they 
remind me of. Other members of this 
group include (but are not limited to) 
Bon Jovi, Kiss and this week's edition, 
Coldplay. 
Cold play has a history of releasing 
craptastical music that would make any 
12-year-old pianist appear to have more 
talent. They are another group who are 
the epitome of lame with semi-tuned 
vocals and about one and a 
half-chord progressions for each 
song. Coldplay insults every single 
trained musician in the world with 
their attempted use of strings and other 
classical orchestration that would make 
Mozart roll over in his pauper's grave. 
Chris Martin, ringleader and 
central ego whore of the group claims 
to be the musical talent, visionary, 
financial backer and best-looking one 
of the group. With an ego and a bank 
account like his, it's no wonder he 
named his kid Apple and bought-! 
chords in each song, it's difficult to call 
him good when all he does is stick to 
the basics. 
Will Champion, drummer and 
"Coldplay has a history of releasing craptastical music that would make 
any 12-year-old pianist appear to have more talenf' 
mean, married Gwyneth Paltrow. 
Johnny Buckland, lead guitarist 
for Coldplay, is shy on talent and takes 
his orders from the illustrious Chris 
Martin. Guy Berryman is a decent 
bass player, but with no more than five 
rhythmic aspect of Coldplay is easily 
the most replaceable member of 
the group. He uses drum beats that 
impress no one and leave very little 
to the imagination. Drummers are 
traditionally the most active and vivid 
members of any band, moving all 
limbs to play their instruments. With 
Coldplay's boring songs and mediocre 
tempos, it's no wonder that he's the 
most overweight member of the quartet. 
In 2008, Coldplay's single 
"Viva La Vida," perhaps the least 
scrumtralescent song of the year caused 
controversy when both Joe Satriani 
and the Creaky Boards claimed rights 
over the melody from this lame radio 
hit. Joe Satriani is still upset over the 
whole debacle and continues to seek 
reparations from the British pop group. 
Creaky Boards were paid millions 
of dollars to drop their lawsuit, and 
Coldplay won a Grammy for Song of 
the Year. Where's the love? 
Well Coldplay, you continue to 
make crap rock and there's nothing 
anyone can do about it. Enjoy your 
money, enjoy your fame, enjoy the 
fast cars, enjoy your little gramophone 
statue, hell, enjoy those little mints that 
the maid leaves on your pillows after 
someone else makes your bed. Just 
remember, it's someone else's music 
that got you there; you just ripped it off. 
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Woodlands revealed 
Ashley 
Whillans 
arts & entertainment 
editor 
"Dead and Buried: The Cemetery at 
Woodlands." 
De Courcy had also become 
interested in the Woodlands site in 2003 
after the land was re-zoned and along 
with Huburt and Burns, recognizes 
the site as an important part of the 
community that needs preservation. 
"Throughout its history the 
.._ _____ _j institution has seen a dramatic shift 
M icheal de Courcy creates artwork, Mary Burns uses words, Doug Smith composes 
music, Heidi Currie makes movies and 
Allan Lysell orchestrates actors. 
Together this talented group 
of educators and artists have come 
together to create The Woodlands 
Project: a One Month Journey into the 
Institutional Experience which opens 
on March 5'h at the Amelia Douglas 
Gallery and Laura C. Muir Performing 
Arts Centre. 
This exhibit about the Woodlands 
Asylum took over three years to 
in the way people with disabilities are 
treated, housed, and taken care of, and 
the land has been the subject of much 
debate, particularly in the last decade," 
says de Courcy. 
Through the exhibit, the people 
who attend "Hopefully will know 
everything they need to know 
about the Woodlands site, and most 
importantly recognize the people and 
families behind the grave site (and the 
Woodlands Institution)," he said 
In addition to an art exhibit, 
The Woodlands Project showcases a 
documentary and theatre component. 
"The project originally began while we were looking for a project that 
reflected the history of New Wesf' 
develop and was put together by 
Angela Huburt the Performing and 
Creative Arts Events Liaison Officer 
Douglas College Faculty Heidi Currie's 
film Asylum will explores the true 
meaning of asylum-seeking within through art, 
theatre and iiLmiii: 
an institutional environment, while 
Burn's play Imperfect will explore the 
institutional experience. The festival 
also includes a spotlight speaker series 
with Woodlands survivors who will talk 
openly with guests about their personal 
experiences at the institution. 
and Performing Arts at Douglas 
College . Using art , an original play, 
documentaries as well as various 
panel presentations, the event hopes to 
reflect the history of New Westminster 
as well as create dialogue about the 
institutional environment, in particular 
the Woodlands Institution and document 
its historical significance within the 
community. 
The Woodlands Asylum began as 
The Provincial Lunatic Asylum in 1878 
and has been an integral part of New 
Westminster's history ever since. In the 
1950s the asylum was remodelled and 
renamed Woodlands School where it 
became famous for incidents of mental 
physical and sexual abuse reported by ' 
patients who were treated there . 
When looking for a relevant 
and historically significant project to 
undertake , Huburt and Mary Burns, 
former Douglas College Creative 
Writing Chair, author, and playwright, 
looked no further than the old site of 
the Woodland's Asylum, which had 
been gaining media attention since 
2003, when its land was re-zoned and 
sold to Onni Management Services for 
re-development as a non-institutional 
residential community. 
Huburt and Burns then contacted 
Michael de Courcy, a Vancouver-based 
interdisciplinary artist to produce the art 
component for the Woodlands Project, 
While there are over 3,000 patients 
buried in the Woodland 's unmarked 
gravesite , and an estimated 15,000 
survivors of the Woodlands School are 
still living today, de Courcy, Burns, 
Currie and the other artists featured in 
this month-long exhibit hope to focus 
on the individual stories behind the 
figures and to put a "human face, on 
what otherwise might remain just a 
database of names and numbers ," says 
de Courcy. 
Together these artists speak for 
those who cannot speak for themselves , 
and for those whose voices are often 
ignored or rejected. 
"We tend to reject the imperfect," 
echoes Bums. "What we really should 
be working on is the way we deal with 
people who need our help. My hope 
is that many people see the [exhibit] 
and come away wondering about 
institutionalization as a care strategy. 
I hope people think about personal 
responsibility and about the importance 
of respect in human relationships." 
1111' Woodlands Projl'ct: u Onl' 
Month Journer into thl' fnl/ilulionul 
Lrperil'nce be~ins on March .'i''. with 
an openin~ reception at the Amelia 
Dou~las Gallery from -l:J0-7:30 p.m. 
Admission is free. 
For more information about the 
exhibit call 6045275723 or visit www. 
Llou~lascolle~e .be .ca. 
The Razzies honour the 
dishonourable 
By Mark Fisher 
Buisness Manager 
While the AcaJcm) Awards honour the best in filmmaking, we 
can't forget about the 29'h annual 
Razzie Awards , which are given 
out to the worst films of the year. 
Both award shows have a lot to 
Most of these horrible 
movies I've tried to block out 
trom my memory. Many of them 
I managed to avoid, but just 
seeing the previews of them alone 
was bad enough. A few I had high 
hopes for, especially Speed Racer, 
which I thought was going to be 
awesome. 
So which of these deserves 
one person who will say anything 
good about The Love Guru , so 
you can consider that a favourite 
as well . 
But in my personal opinion, 
no film is more deserving of 
being remembered in history as 
the worst film of this year than the 
horrible remake of The Day the 
Earth Stood Still . That movie was 
choose from a classic sci-
this year so . . . fi drama from 
, be' . uMost of these homble mov1es I've tried to block out from my memory." th bl k d 
we d reiDiss e ac an 
not to take white era, 
a look at the and I would 
worst as well as the best. to go down in history as the worst probably rank it in my top 20 
There were more awful film of the year,joining such favourite movies ever. And then 
movies this year than can fit onto illustrious flops as Catwoman, they basically pissed all over it by 
your DVD shelf. Many films Battlefield Earth, Howard the turning it into a ludicrously bad 
made this year are legendarily Duck, and Star Trek V? disaster movie in order to make a 
bad. Just look at the not-so- The Hottie & The Nottie has few more million. The sad thing 
shortlist for Worst Picture of the inside track in this race, as is that the original The Day the 
the year: Speed Racer, Disaster there's no way an awards show Earth Stood Still is a movie that is 
Movie, Meet the Spartans, The made to poke fun at the idiocy of well worth remaking, and if it had 
Day the Earth Stood Still, High Hollywood will miss a chance to been done well with a good actors 
School Musica13, The Hottie & bash Paris Hilton. High School and a good director, it could have 
The Nottie, In the Name of the Musical3 also has a good chance been nominated for an Oscar this 
King: A Dungeon Siege Tale, of taking home the ignoble statue, year, instead of a Razzie . 
The Love Guru, Postal, Rambo, because everyone who votes for Now let us never speak of 
The Happening, Meet Dave and the Razzies hates the big craze any of these films again. 
Witless Protection. of those films. And I can't find 
Flowers Cafe 
By David Carson 
H astings and Main-the belly of the beast-not the first place most people turn to when they are stricken by a sudden bout of hunger. Seeing 
so much addiction and suffering does little to stimulate 
the appetite , but for the brave among us-or those 
among us who love an amazing deal-the restaurants 
in and around Hastings and Main offer some of the best 
bets in town. 
Flowers Cafe, located on the north side of Hastings 
about two blocks east of Main, is a perfect example 
of one of these hidden gems. Don't let the restaurant 's 
crudely constructed wooden sidewalk sign fool you, but 
do watch for it carefully because it is quite small and 
the black paint used to showcase the restaurant's name 
is not easily read against the sign's dark brown wood. 
Upon entering the restaurant, do not be turned 
away by the featureless wall that greets you in the 
main foyer; follow it until you find a booth that appeals 
to you. Sj.t down and relax. Quell that nasty, guttural 
feeling that seems like a natural warning against certain 
danger and scold yourself for being so quick to judge. 
Although there probably isn't anything to be concerned 
about, it is recommended that you do not stare for too 
long at any of the restaurants other patrons, no matter 
how stare-worthy they may be. 
Smile warmly when your server, barely cracking 
five feet tall even when standing straight, presents you 
with water in a multi-coloured plastic cup of dubious 
cleanliness. Forgo the menu; get a bacon cheeseburger 
(a selection of sandwiches, Chinese Fare, and possibly 
breakfast are offered on the menu and on the wall). It 
seems the bacon cheeseburger is the only thing that 
anyone ever eats in Flowers Cafe anyways, and the 
women in the kitchen know how to cook it right. 
For $5, you get two homemade patties made fresh 
and slapped together with love by experienced hands, 
a hearty portion of bacon, a slice of processed cheese, 
and a heaping serving of thick-cut fries . The meal is by 
no means high-brow, but the meat is fresh; each patty is 
made immediately after being ordered and the bacon is 
crisp, and the price is right. 
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Artist Spotlight 
Mary Burns' Imperfect explores decades of suffering 
By Ashley Whillans, Arts Editor 
With her latest original work, Imperfect, debuting at the Laura C. Muir Performing 
Arts Theatre in New Westminster, from 
March 20'h-28'h· as part of Douglas 
College's Woodlands Project, Burns, 
former chair of creative writing at 
Douglas College, takes a look back at 
the almost three years of research and 
rewrites which made Imperfect possible. 
Burns shares with The Other Press her 
journey from idea to page and finally, to 
stage. 
"The project originally began 
while we were looking for a project 
that reflected the history of New West," 
explains Burns. "Since large institutions 
Common Existence 
Thursday 
Thursday is one of several punk bands 
where one member does the singing 
and another member does the shouting, 
kind of like System of a Down. 
Unfortunately for this band, both of 
them are horrible at what they do . The 
screamer often goes several pitches too 
high and sounds like an angry 10-year-
old girl. The lead singer, Geoff Rickly, 
can write good lyrics but can't deliver 
them with dignity. The musicianship on 
this album by the six member band is 
excellent-great guitar riffs, good use 
of keyboards, other effects, firecracker 
drumming-but when the words come 
out they don't come out right. Thursday 
has had some major issues with two of 
their former labels-they famously told 
fans at their concerts not to buy their 
albums because they didn't want their 
former label to make any money off 
it. They've found a new label, Epitaph 
Records, home of many of today's most 
pissed-off punk bands. So since they 
won't say it this time, I'll say it for 
them: don't buy this album. 
-Mark Fisher 
22 
have been a part of that history, and 
some of us had seen recent news 
stories on Woodlands, we decided to 
concentrate on that." 
How does someone go about 
writing about such a controversial 
subject? The answer is very carefully. 
Bums read everything from books 
about institutions to websites on 
disability history, to Ministry of 
Health reports from the 50s to 80s. 
She also interviewed former residents 
and staff members of different 
institutions, families of people who 
have developmental disabilities and 
Woodlands survivors themselves. It 
wasn't until Burns had spent many 
months researching that she began 
drafting the play with the help of a 
Dark Chocolate Mocha 
Gallagher's Cafe 
I know my coffee. When I'm not drinking 
it, I am thinking about drinking it, or 
writing about drinking it. I have worked 
as a barista at Waves Coffee, the busiest 
and scuzziest coffee shop in Vancouver, 
travelled to Costa Rica enjoying coffee 
fresh from a plantation, and have 
volunteered for Oxfam-and everyone who 
volunteers there knows one of the amazing 
perks of that organization (and how it keeps 
its volunteers around) is the large quantity 
of Fair Trade Coffee they inject you with at 
meetings . So, when I tried a dark chocolate 
soy mocha for the first time on Wednesday 
at Gallagher 's in NewPort Village, I wasn't 
expecting anything special . And yet the 
chocolate whip cream-topped soy dark 
chocolate mocha rocked my world. It was 
creamy, delicious and definitely made 
with love-chocolate-covered espresso 
bean love. Even the almighty Starbucks 
has nofhing on Gallagher 's; in fact, 
Gallagher's dark chocolate masterpiece 
makes Starbucks coffee look weak, cheap, 
watery and expensive ... oh, right, that's 
because it is. So, next time you're in 
NewPort, I highly recommend checking out 
Gallagher's-the drinks are high quality 
and delicious and the small cafe always 
seems to have an event going on, like 
improv or music nights-not to mention it 
boasts the best mocha in town! 
-Ashley Whillans 
dramaturge. 
The play is roughly 90 minutes 
and focuses on the experience of 
institutionalism, through the eyes of 
the children sent there, and hopes to 
reveal the tensions that can exist within 
individuals, families and systems, and 
what happens to society when those 
people that are considered "imperfect" 
are hidden away. 
lmf'a{t ·ct runs :-.larch 20'' -2X ' at the Laura 
C. Muir Performin~ Arts Theatre. Tickets 
are $10 at the door for students presenting 
lD and are also availahle hy calling the 
Massey Theatre at 60.t5215050 
Also, in conjunction with World 
Theatre Day . h>IJ>erf(·u \\ill ha\e a '"pay 
what you can '" show on March 27" . 
MANON WIRE 
Man on Wire 
Magnolia Pictures 
French tightrope walker Phillipe Petit is 
no stranger to controversy. Decades ago, 
he took petty crime to a whole new level 
when he was arrested by New York's Port 
Authority Police Department for walking 
tightrope across the 43-meter gap between 
the Twin Towers of the World Trade Center. 
Now, as the subject of the documentary 
Man on Wire, he is making history once 
again-this time for his words, not his walk. 
Man on Wire is nominated for the 2009 
Oscar for Best Documentary and deservedly 
so. Director James Marsh, famous for 
making documentaries about people like 
Elvis Presley and Marvin Gaye, takes an 
in-depth look at Petit, and his motley crew 
of accomplices who made the historic Twin 
Tower tightrope walk possible. This film 
is beautiful , poignant, and juxtaposes the 
building of the Twin Towers with Petit's 
childhood, preserving the legacy of the 
buildings, and the man himself. Ultimately, 
Petit is revealed not as a rebel or fanatic, 
but as an artist-a man who's only wish 
is to live authentically, and bring beauty 
and wonder to the world with his amazing 
airborne acts. While I highly recommend 
fhis documentary it comes with one 
warning: please, for the love of God, do not 
try fhis at home. 
-Ashley Whillans 
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After~ s, India.Arie is 
Lu~" Jestimony: Vol. 2 
Love & Politics. However, after listening 
to this overly-manufactured and sappy 
commercial record , I'm sort of wishing 
she hadn't bothered. India.Arie's music 
is supposed to be uplifting, inspiring and 
full of hope, promise and self appreciation. 
Love & Politics, on the other hand , sounds 
more like a PSA ad. It preaches to listeners 
about the "terrible world" a.k.a. politics 
and "how we might overcome it" with 
love, or, more specifically, buying Arie's 
CD. To my surprise, the few first few 
tracks-albeit sappy love ballads-were 
not just "fillers," and the soulful, acoustic 
sounds of Vol.l were nowhere to be 
found. After hitting listeners over the head 
with the problems of the world, India. 
Arie then proceeds to lull them to sleep 
repeating lines such as "we are made from 
the same grains" over and over and over 
and over. While Aries voice is beautiful 
to listen to, skip this album, forget it ever 
happened (which won't be difficult) and 
hope that "third time's the charm" for 
India.Arie. 
-Ashley Whillans 
By Ashley Whlllans, Arts Editor 
T he verdict is in. In honour of this year's Academy Awards, The Other Press is presenting 
its favourite nominees with An Other Press 
Oscar for their outstanding achievement 
in film , direction, acting, or for any other 
reasons we felt like nominating them! 
Favourites amongst voters here at The 
Other Press include Heath Ledger, who 
received a whopping ten nominations from 
Matt who decided to keep it simple and only 
vote for Heath, "because he has to at least 
win one." Other favourites included Kate 
Winslet who received an accolade for her 
performance in The Reader from just about 
everyone, as did the feel good success story 
of the year, Slum Dog Millionaire. 
Regardless of who-won-what on 
Sunday, nominees will go home happy 
knowing that even if they didn't win the 
trophy of their dreams , thanks to The Other 
Press they will win at least something, 
or at the very least enjoy complimentary 
champagne all night on Oscar's behalf, 
softening the crushing the blow of defeat 
Best Actress 
Kate Winslet for The Reader 
The closest category this year, Winslet 
barely beats outs Angelina's performance in 
Changeling! Hopefully Winslet remembers 
Angelina's name while thanking the other 
nominees during her acceptance speech this 
time around, otherwise one of these days 
Brangelina just might unleash the kiddies on 
Kate ... 
"Anne, Kate , Angelina, and Meryl are all 
Oscar-worthy. I'll pick Angelina by a hair, 
but I'll be happy with whoever wins." 
- Mark Fisher 
"Having never won a golden man before, 
it seems almost sure that the Academy will 
choose Kate Winslet for her performance in 
The Reader to take home her first Oscar." 
-Jay Schreiber 
Best Supporting Actor 
Heath Ledger for The Dark Knight 
Ledger wins the trophy, but Downey wins 
the people's hearts , sort of? No matter 
Penelope Cruz for Vicky Cristina 
Barcelona 
Honourable mention to Marisa Tomei, 
though; for fear of being called an anti-
Marisa Tomei conspirator by one of the 
voters after unintentionally leaving her out 
of the list nominees (oops), I have given her 
an honourable mention for her work in The 
Wrestler. 
Best Director 
Tie; Gus VanSant for Milk and Danny 
Boyle for Slumdog Millionaire 
"It's got to be hard to direct little kids to do 
the things they did in this film." 
-Mark Fisher 
Best Animated Feature Film 
Wall-E 
"This is the easiest pick this year, there's no 
way it can't win." 
-Mark Fisher 
"I refuse to vote for an animated movie 
because they all suck." 
The Other Press' 
-Shaylee Perez 
Best Adapted Screenplay 
Slumdog Millionaire 
Best Original Screenplay 
scar wee 
until about 11 a.m. the next morning. 
As I am beginning to hear the "shut-
the-hell-up-and-get-off-stage" music ringing 
in my ears , let me get to it; here we go, the 
2009 Official Other Press Oscar Picks , (insert 
drum roll here) And the winners are .. . 
Best Picture 
Slumdog Millionaire 
After experiencing Little Miss Sunshine-
esque Success, Slumdog Millionaire is the 
little-movie-that-could, easily beating out its 
competition. 
"Movies like Slumdog Millionaire don 't 
come along often enough. Movies like the 
other four get made every freaking year." 
-Mark Fisher 
Best Actor 
Mickey Rourke for The Wrestler 
"Mickey Rourke for the Wrestler. I think 
pretending to be in pain is one of the hardest 
acting jobs to do , and Rourke pretended to be 
in pain for the entire film." 
- Mark Fisher 
"I'd like to disagree . With the kind of drugs 
he 's been on, and sort ofmeds he's probably 
on now just to be off what he was taking 
before, he most likely was in pain the entire 
time-good thing for him the Academy 
Awards appreciates method acting." 
-Ashley Whillans 
"Rourke takes the cake as a washed up actor 
playing a washed up sports star. He was 
really the right man for the job." 
-Jay Schreiber 
Tie; Milk and Happy Go Lucky 
-w1nners 
the results , this category caused a lot of 
commotion amongst voters . 
"Ledger. And if anyone complains about 
how he's only getting it because he's dead, 
you don't know squat. The Dark Knight was 
one of the best films of the year and should 
have gotten nominated for Best Picture 
instead of the over-rated Benjamin Button. " 
-Mark Fisher 
"To say that Heath Ledger is the most 
qualified to win in this year's supporting 
actor category is an understatement, but 
on the flip side, it would be hilarious to see 
Robert Downy Jr. win for his role in Tropic 
Thunder, a movie poking fun at movie culture 
in general." 
-Jay Schreiber 
But not everyone thought Ledger deserved 
the award .. . 
"Yes, the Joker was easily his personal best 
role, but up against everyone else in his 
category I question whether he is really top 
dog. No disrespect intended, but if Heath 
Ledger wins the Oscar for Best Supporting 
Actor it will be hard for me to resist feeling 
like it was a jaded decision; a clemency win, 
to be blunt. " 
-Chloe Bach 
And Robert Downey Jr. had some straight-up · 
haters ... 
"Robert Downey Jr. for Tropic Thunder? 
You have to be joking me. Someone tell the 
Academy or whoever makes these decisions 
to stop holding nomination sessions in opium 
dens! Seriously?! I saw jour minutes of this 
movie.l'm convinced it shouldn't be here." 
-Shaylee Perez 
Best Supporting Actress 
Although it was an "official tie" due to the 
fact that one of the voters comments read 
"the title of Happy Go Lucky is catchy" as 
a reason to why they chose it, I am going to 
count Milk as the winner. 
"It has to win something." 
-Mark Fisher 
So there we have it; Slumdog Millionaire 
is the biggest winner overall, winning for 
Best Picture, Best Adapted Screenplay and 
Best Director (tie) while Heath Ledger, Kate 
Winslet and Wall-E easily overtake their 
competitors. Seems to me the only surprises 
or wild card categories this year are Best 
Original Screenplay, Best Actor (I'm rooting 
for Rourke) and Best Supporting Actress, 
whom our voters seemed a little bit unsure 
about. 
That concludes The Other Press Official 
Oscar Picks for 2009-and while you're at it, 
be sure to check out our top Razzie picks, for 
the year's worst films! 

